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8 The Labourer worthy of his Hire. 


| FOR THE BENERIT © 
* en 
Proteſtant Union Society, 


Rey. WILLIAM NICOL, 


ONE OF THE MINISTERS OF THE SCOTS CHURCH, SWALLOW 
55 STREET, LONDON, 


— 


Ces AT a es of the Members of the PROTESTANT. 
: Untox, held this Day at the Scots Church, London Wall, 25 
it was unanimouſly 5 


3 ce That the Thanks of the Society be given 


* to the Rev. WILLIAM NicoL, for his very excellent 


«© Sermon, preached before the Society this Day; and 
that he be requeſted to permit the ſame to be wyinted 
"Os for the Benefit of the Society.” 2 


- By Order of the Society, 
W. F. Prarr, Secretary. 


The Labourer worthy of bis Hire. 
A SERMON. 


F CORINTHIANS, © hs 


: If = we e have fon unto you ſpiritual Mage, is it a s great 


thing hs We 2 reap your carnal mags? ?. 


f n was a e of Greece, and fituated in that k 
part of it called Achaia, It was a rich and a ſplendid city. 


The inſpired Writer of the Acts of the Apoſtles informs 


us, in his eighteenth chapter, that when Paul came to 


| Corinth he was favoured with a vifion. . 


Then ſpake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vifien, N 
«© Be not afraid, but ſpeak, and hold not thy peace; for 
J am with thee, and no man ſhall ſet on thee to hurt 


* thee: for I have much people in this city.“ 


Paul was a man who had the glory of his bleſſed Maſter, 3 


and eternal ſalvation of periſhing men, moſt ſincerely at 


heart: we may therefore be aſſured, that when he was in- 
formed by the Lord himſelf, that there were many of God's 
elect in that place, he would n pray for direction both 


as to matter and manner. 


In the firſt chapter of his Epiſtle, he reminds the Co- 
rinthians of the leading truths which he had preached _ 
| Whilſt he had been amongſt them, and how he had preached e 


thoſe important doctrines. 


The Jews required a ſign, and the G ſought after 
e wiſdom ; 3 but Paul preached Chriſt crucified. And as to 
his manner, it is not with wiſdom of words, leſt the croſs 

of Chriſt ſhould have been made of none effect. A crucified 


Saviour was the leading ſubje& of his diſcourſes, and he 
' Propoſed divine truths with the greateſt plainneſs. Such 
: 7 8 5 | == "MS 


4-6-3 
were the means which Paul employed, and ſuch were the 
means which the Lord bleſſed, for bringing many ſons to 
God and to glory. 
Whilſt Paul preached a pure goſpel he liyed under its 
bleſſed influence. He was a living epiſtle of Chriſt. In 
the former chapter you find him ſtrongly recommending 
ſelf-denial to the Corinthians, and he holds up his own 
conduct, whilſt he had been with them, for their imitation. 
Hle puts them in mind that he had not acted upon ſelfiſh 
principles, but had ſtudied their good, and not his own 
temporal comfort. Paul well ſaw that the ſtate of the 
church at that period required that he ſhould not infiſt on his 
rights as a preacher of the Goſpel : but he proves, by in- 
vincible arguments, that, when it can be done, Chriſtians 
are bound to ſupport not 'only thoſe who miniſter to them } in 
holy things, but the families of miniſters. | 
Hsẽe argues from the common practice of men, from the 
law of Moſes, from the expreſs command of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and, in the text, from common equity, —“ If we 
« have ſown unto you ſpiritual things, is it a great ching * 
ec we ſhall reap your carnal things?“ 5 
Theſe ſpiritual bleſſings, of which the A poſile ſpeaks, : 
come down from the Father of Lights, only for the ſake of 


Jeſus Chriſt, and are applied to the ſouls of men by the 


Holy Spirit: but in the kingdom of grace, as in the king- 
don of nature, means are employed for accompliſhing the 
ends. The word, ſacraments, and prayer, are the ordinary 
means by which the Lord communicates the bleſſings of 
falvation, but he has inſtituted an order of men to diſpenſe 
the word and ſacraments, and to offer up to him the 
public prayers of his people: therefore thoſe wha partake 
of ſpiritual bleſſings ought to regard a goſpel miniſtry as a 
medium through which they receive ſpiritual and eternal 
good Wee 
1 propoſe, w MY an | humble dependence on the Holy 
8 irit— | 
"Fi irſt, To call your attention and my own to fome of 
theſe blefſings which the Lord beſtows upon his prope. 
through means of his miniſtering ſervants. 
: Secondly, To ſhew that it is the bounden duty of Chrif- 
tians to ſupport faithful miniſters of the Goſpel. _ 
ma We ſhall confider the * the origin, and a 


fe w 


1 
* of theſe” advantages which are peculiar to that inſtitution | 
which has brought us together at this time“. 

O O bleſſed Lord! be graciouſly pleaſed to bleſs. in a very 

remarkable manner what ſhall now be ſaid, fo far as it ſhall 

be agreeable to thy moſt holy will. 

I am firft to call your attention and my own to ſome of 

theſe bleflings which the Lord beſtows upon his people 

through the means of his miniſtering ſervants. 

The knowledge of the living and true God is one of theſe 

vleſſings.— The Tad has been pleaſed to reveal his own cha- 
racter through the medium of his holy word, but a ſtanding 
miniſtry is appointed to preach that word. When man : 
came from the hand of his Maker, his mind was richly 
bleſſed with the knowledge of God. As ſoon as man pre- 
ſumed to rebel, divine ſient left the human mind; and 

Adam betrayed his ignorance of God, by endeayouring ta 

concecal himſelf amongſt the trees of the garden. 

Profane hiſtory and daily experience concur with God's 

word in teaching, that man of himſelf cannot by fearching 


find out God. Athens was long a ſeat of human learning, 


but when the inſpired penman of this epiſtle viſited that 


city he found the whole of the inhabitants given to idolatry, 


and an altar with this inſcription, To the unknown God. But 
that day on which Paul came to Athens was to it a bright, 
à moſt bleſſed day! The true God was declared unto thofe 
who had never known him: certain men clave unto Paul, 
and believed. Thoſe men were deeply ſenſible that the 


Apoſtle had been the honoured inſtrument of opening their 


eyes, and of bringing them into marvellous light. _ 

Through means of a Goſpel miniſtry man is made acquainted 
with his own real character and flate —Man knows not that 
he is wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked. He ſuppoſes that he is rich and increaſed in goods, 
and that he ſtands in need of nothing: but it is the bufineſs 


of the preacher to undeceive him. The faithful miniſter 


often holds up to view the picture, the deformed picture of 
the unconverted ſinner, as it is drawn by the unerring Spirit 


of God. When divine influence attends his endeavours, 


the ſinner, in place of finding fault with the preacher, 
frankly confeſſes that the portrait is exactly like the original. 


The author has only publiſhed the Sy of w hat was deli- 
vered rom the * 1 


He 


7 Ly 


He ſees himſelf defiled, corrupted, guilty, and condenmed. 
He does not ſay to the man of God, © Haſt thou found 
7 me, O mine enemy?” The unfeigned WI: af of his 
Heart is, What muſt I do to be ſaved?” 
Information of the remedy deviſed by God for perifbing man, is 
another bleſſing conveyed through a Goſpel miniſtry.- We are com 
miſſioned by God to inform our fellow-ſinners, that a Media- 
tor, in whoſe perſon are united the divine and human natures, 
has been appointed by our offended Father; that an atone- 
ment has been made and accepted; that whoſoever believes 
in this Mediator ſhall be freely pardoned, graciouſly received 
into the divine favour, completely purified by the Holy 
Spirit, and at death received into a ſtate of 0 know- 
- Tedge, purity, and endleſs felicity. 7 
Through means of a Goſpel miniſtry e are not PN 
informed of that remedy which reaches as far as their diſeaſes, 
| but they are put in actual piſſeſſion of theſe bleſſings which they ſo 


much need. In that bleſſed moment when the ſoul depends 


upon Chriſt, a ſalvation free and full is applied: then guilt 


| 1s. remitted, and ſanctifying grace is beſtowed. In that 


day, the deaf hear, the dumb ſpeak, the lame walk, lepers 
are cleanſed, and the dead are raiſed. _ 

But faith in Chriſt is moſt frequently produced by means 
of a goſpel miniſtry. Faith cometh by hearing, but how | 
ſhall they hear without a preacher ? A blind world has ever 
| accounted: the preaching of the Goſpel fooliſhneſs ; but by 
fuch fooliſhneſs it has «ranch God to fave them who have 

believed. 
4 Gaſpel 907 is one principal m mean employed ts the Lord 
for carrying forward his begun work in the fouls of his people, — 
The Holy Spirit is not only pleaſed to make uſe of his faith- 
ful ſervants for converting the ſoul that lies in fin, but in 
building up the faint in his moſt holy faith. Thoſe who 
| have been planted in the houſe of our God muſt be daily | 
- watered. Babes in Chriſt, young men and fathers, need, 
and in their beſt hours eſteem, both the public and private : 
miniſtrations of God's ſervants. Whilſt the Chriſtian is in 
this world he is ſubje& to changes, both as to his outward 
and ſpiritual concerns. At one time you may ſee him en- 
Joying the good things of life in great abundance : | but he 
then needs a faithful ſervant of God to put him 1 in mind 
chat this is not ** reſt; that riches often take wings and 


4 es fly 


„ 
fly away; and that he ſhould ſeek a ann that ſhall 
never be moved, and a crown which fadeth not away. But 
at another time you may ſee a child of God in deep diſtreſs; 
viſited with poverty, or perhaps with bereaving diſpenſations 
of Divine Providence: at that period he much needs one to 
adminiſter comfort to his dejected mind. 

Whilſt in this imperfect ſtate, the Chriſtian 3 is alſo ſubjet _ 
to backſliding; and if he is in that ftate, he needs a ſon of 

thunder to rouſe him out of it. If he has been greatly 

alarmed with a ſenſe of his fin, in having backſlidden from 
the Lord, a ſon of conſolation is needed. In their laſt mo- 
ments Chriſtians often greatly defire the preſence, the in- 
ſtructions, and prayers of their paſtors. It is the will of 
God, that ſo long as his ſaints are on earth, they ſhould 
Rar men of like paſſions with themſelves to be their in- 


ih ſtructors. 


I conclude this part of my ſubject, b carneſly velerching 
you, my Chriſtian friends, to attend regularly upon the 
preaching of the word whilſt you enjoy health ; and when 
the Lord {hall be pleaſed to lay you upon beds of ſickneſs, 
or upon your death-beds, fend for your paſtors, that they 
may converſe with you, and pray for you. Your miniſters | 
cannot indeed enter into theſe deep waters of Jordan with 
_ You, but they can aſſure you, who are 50 flock of Chrift, 
that He ſhall be with you in the very mid/? of the ſwelling 
flood. They can pray for a quiet diſmiſſion from a vale of 
_ tears, and for a triumphant entrance into a world, where 
there is neither fin, ſuffering, nor forrow. 

come now to ſhew— 

Secondly, That it 1s the bonn den auty of Chriftians to 
maintain faithful miniſters of the Goſpel, and, if neceſſary, 


to make proviſion for the families of their deceaſed paſtors. 


1 ſhall bring forward no arguments but theſe which are | 


ſuggeſted by the Apoſtle in the context. 


It is the common practice of ſociety that every man 
ſhould be ſupported by his profeſſion, and that his main- 
tenance ſhould be proportioned to the fation which he holds. 
If a man has enliſted under the banner of his prince, 
that he may defend his king and his country, has he not a 
good right to expect ſupport from thoſe whoſe lives and 
_ whoſe property he protects? Who goeth a warfare at any 
time upon Ws own an The huſbandman who planteth 
| | B | | a vme- 


= „ 
a vineyard expects to reap the fruit of his labour; and the 
ſhepherd who feedeth the flock expects to eat of the milk of 
the flock. Such is the forcible reaſoning of the Apoſtle in 
the ſeventh verſe; and he takes notice, that he had been not 
only reaſoning after the. manner of men, but according to 
| the revealed will of God. He proceeds to bring arguments 
from the law of Moſes, from the command of a greater 
than Moſes, and from common equity. He reminds them 
of a law recorded in the 25th chapter of Deuteronomy, and 
4th verſe, and he explaineth that law; Thou ſhalt not 
% muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.” This is the 
law: but the Apoſtle ſhews, that the Lord did not only. by 
this precept require that his people ſhould be merciful to the 
inferior and laborious animals, but that they ſhould give due 
ſupport to thoſe who were inſtrumental in feeding their ſouls 
with the bread of life. Doth God,“ ſays he,“ take care 
„ of oxen?” Yes; God taketh care of oxen ; he is the 
preſerver of the fowls of the air, of the fiſhes of the ſea, 
and of the cattle upon a thouſand hills. That man wha 
abuſes his beaſt, by ſtarving or ſtriking, or by overworking 
him, is thereby a tranſgreſſor of the law of God. A mer. 
ciful man is merciful to his beaſt, I would here obſerve, by 
the by, that it is the expreſs law of the Lord, that our 
_ cattle ſhould have ref on his holy day, 

But if God taketh ſuch care of oxen, how much eater 
care muſt he take of thoſe whom he has called to miniſter to 
his people in holy things? If God is offended with the 
man who neglects to feed his beaſt that ſerveth him, how 
much more offended muſt he be with thoſe who withhold 
ſupport from their paſtors? 

In the 13th verſe he reminds the Corinthians, that des 
the law proper proviſion was made by the command of God 
for his miniſtering ſervants. He here referred to Numb. xviii. 

24. and to Deut. x. 9. and xviii. 1. But ſome of the 
Corinthians might have been diſpoſed to reply, We have 
% not dice Judaiſm, but Chriſtianity ; and, therefore, 
| „ neither thoſe precepts to which you have referred, nor your 
i c explanation of them, can apply to us.“ Paul therefore i in- 
forms them, that it is the will of the Eord, under the New 
Teſtament diſpenſation, that his labouring ſervants ſhould 
be ſupported by thoſe amongſt whom they Foun Even _ 
$6 ſo hath the Lord ordained, that they who preach the «pe 
I've 
| pl. 
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„ 
« vel ſhould live of the Goſpel.” He referred his readers to 
the-Golpel of Matt. x. 10. In this ſtriking paſſage, our 


bleſſed Lord does not enjoin the paying of tithes, but he 


declares that it is his will that the workman ſhall have his 
I muſt here obſerve, that Paul is only pleading the cauſe 
of ſuch miniſters as labour and preach the Goſpel ; the man, 
therefore, who either does not labour, or who does not 
preach the Goſpel, cannot rightly avail himſelf either of 
Paul's pleading, or our Lord's. precept. In the text the 

Apoſtle argues Da common equity: If we have ſown unto 

« you ſpiritual things, is it a great thing if we ſhall reap 
your carnal things?“ 55 . 


From the inequality of theſe things; from the excellency 


of ſpiritual above earthly things, he argues the reaſonable- 


neſs of the duty which he recommends. Let no man ſup- 
poſe that he is left at liberty by God, either to give, or not 
to give, to his miniſter ; let no real Chriſtian ſuppoſe, that 
when he gives a little of ſuch corruptible things as filver or 
gold to his paſtor, that the preacher becomes his debtor. 
What are your carnal things, when compared with ſpiritual 
things? What is the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, when laid 
in the balance with the gold tried in the fire? 5 
It, perhaps, may be ſaid by ſome perſons, What does 
this arguing reprove ? who denies that the miniſters of the 
Goſpel ſhould have a reaſonable ſupport? To this I reply, 
that although there may be few who deny it in words, yet 


there are too many of the hearers of the Goſpel who do not 


| There is another claſs who give their little with manifeſt _ 


rightly diſcharge this duty: there are ſome who, although _ 
they give ſupport to their miniſters, yet that ſupport bears 
little proportion either to their wealth, or to the wants of the 
man whoſe time and whoſe every talent is devoted to their 
eternal intereſts. _ „ = 


f reluctance; ſuch perſons ſeem to ſay, by their every look 


on ſuch an occaſion as this, that every farthing is ill be- 
ſtowed that is given for preaching, . 
I bleſs the Lord that I am not, on this part of my ſub- 
ject, ſpeaking the language of my own experience; but I 
well know that I am ſpeaking the language of truth, and 
the painful experience of many who are much better enti- 
tled ta a decent ſupport. a | - 

n 2 | Thanks 


( 12 B 

Thanks be to the Lord, there are many, very many, who 
give liberally and cheerfully to the ſupport of the Goſpel. 
Let not the rich, who give of their abundance ; let not the 
poor widow, who grves her mite, take offence at what has 
been ſaid; duty ſometimes impoſes upon us a taſk which is 
not agreeable, and ſuch is the caſe with the preacher at 
preſent: it is always painful to find fault with the hearers 

of the Goſpel, for withholding due ſupport from their mi- 
niſters. 

Under this head 1 propoſed to ſhew, that it is the duty 
of the people not only to give ſupport to their faithful Sik. 
ters, but if in their power, and if the caſe requires, that they | 
ſhould make proviſion for the families of their deceaſed mi- 
niſters. If you read and believe the fifth verſe of this chap- 

ter, you muſt be convinced of the abſurdity of the Popiſh 

doctrine, reſpecting the celibacy of the clergy ; you muſt 
at the ſame time ſee, that Paul here ſhews, that the people 
are bound not only to ſupport miniſters themſelves, but the 
wives and children of their miniſters. But if a congregation 


be bound to ſupport the family of their paſtor during his 


life, they muſt be bound, if able, and the cale requires it, 
to give ſupport to his widow and children. 

I again argue, both from common expectation, and from 
the revealed will of God. If a commander falls upon the 
high places of the field, to what quarter can his afflited 
widow look for temporal ſupport but to the ſtate? If a 
ſervant who has been faithful to the truſt repoſed in him, 
dies poor in the ſervice of his maſter, is it not natural for 
the widow to look up to that maſter for aſſiſtance? and if 
he is able, and conſults his duty, the widow does not look 
up in vain. _ 

A faithful miniſter = the Goſpel is is a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and your ſervant for Jeſus' ſake: as a goſpel mini- 
{try is amedium through which the Lord communicates ſpi- 
ritual things to your fouls, and to the ſouls of thoſe who 
are dear to you, fo it is through you that he beſtows tempo- 
ral things, not only upon us, but upon ours. From what 

uarter, then, ſhall our widows expect ſupport, but from 

. thoſe amongſt whom we have laboured, and for whoſe fouls 
we have watched : as the bleſſed effects of our mini ſtratians 
ſhall not t die with us, ſo neither ſnhould your ſupport be with- 
3 drawn 


63 


a from thoſe whom we ſhall leave behind 0 1 od 
| ſhall need that aſſiſtance. 


vs phe, >... John- well underſtood, and moſt — 
obeyed the dying charge given by his Maſter; © and from 
„that hour, that diſciple took her unto his own home.” 

If you, through our miniſtrations, have been made par- 
_ takers of ſpiritual things, you ought to conſider us as your 
ſpiritual fathers in Chriſt Jeſus; and therefore our widows. 
and children ſhould be regarded: as your mothers, as your 
own brethren and ſiſters. 
Let us now, in the third place, conſider the object, the 
origin, and a few of thoſe advantages which are peculiar to 
that inſtitution which has brought us together at this time. 

The object is to form a permanent fund, fo as to allow a 
certain income to the widows and children of deceaſed mi- : 
niſters of the Goſpel. 5 
The impartance of this object muſt certainly be both felt 
and acknowledged by all true Chriſtians, and in a particular 
manner by Chriſtian huſbands and Chriſtian parents. 

Under God, this laudable inſtitution owes its origin to 
a moſt benevolent Chriſtian now preſent“. A conſiderable 
time ago this good man intimated to his friends, that he 
had long wiſhed to ſee a fund eſtabliſhed, for the ſupport of 
the widows and children of deceaſed miniſters of the Goſpel : 
he and his friends frequently met and converſed upon this 
important ſubje& ; their minds were deeply impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of the magnitude of the object which they had in 
view: they, at laſt, formed themſelves into a ſociety, and 
agreed that this ſociety ſhould be called the "Preleflant 
Union. 


The members of this ſociety have acted, and ill do act, | 


1 like wiſe and good men; they obtained, and carefully ex- 


* J . e M. D. London. | 


amined 


n 


zmined the plans of ſeveral inſtitutions of a ſimilar kind; 
they conſulted profeſſional men of diſtinguiſned abilities; 
cheir meetings are conſtituted and eoncluded with prayer to | 
the Father of Lights, who is the Father of the fatherleſs, and 
the widow's Judge in his holy habitation. | 5 
As the public are already in poſſeſſion of the plan of this 
ſociety, it is unnecellary for me, in this place, to give a 
detail of it; I ſhall only mention two or three circumſtances 
which diſtinguiſh this inſtitution from all others with which 
we are acquainted, which have for their object the relief of 
the widows and children of miniſters. 
A moſt reſpectable body of the laity came early and cheer- 
8 fully forward, and not only gave their able afſiſtance in 
forming the pian, but have, ſince its formation, goon liberal 
9 5 donations, and become annual ſubſcribers. | 
Although no layman can have any beneficial intereſt i in 
the funds, yet, according to the plan, there muſt be a great | 
proportion of laymen conſtantly in the direction. 

This plan is much more comprehenſive than other plans 
which have the ſame object ; it embraces Proteſtant mini- 
ſters of all denominations. 

We apprehend, that theſe are advantages cite to this 
inſtitution. It has been propoſed by the laity, that, if any 
' miniſter is ſo poor, that he cannot become a ſubſcriber, 
his _ egation ſhould pay his ſubſcription. There are 
le and faithful miniſters who cannot even ſpare 
the fall ſum of an annual ſubſcription to ſuch an inſtitu- 
tion; but if the burden ſhall be divided amongſt the people 
3 _—_ congregations, it will be NANCY felt by the indi- 
vidua | 

My Chriſtian friends, * you have been ee of . 
- theſe ' Oirktual bleſſings which the Lord is pleaſed to com- 
municate to' you through the medium of a ſtanding Goſpel 
miniſtry; after you have been reminded, that it is not only 
your duty to ſupport your paſtors and their families, but to 
contribute to the ſuppart of the widows and orphans of your 
_ . deceaſed paſtors, if they ſhall need that aſſiſtance; and 

having been alſo 3 of an inſtitution which has for its 


object the relief of the widows and children of your mini- 
ſters, it is hoped that you will now cheerfully come forward 
with fuch dohations and ſubſcriptions as yout circumſtances 


You 


on afford. 


(uw) 


You muſt be deeply ſenſible that ſocb an inflitution is 


greatly wanted; if every congregation was able and zwilling 


to relieve the widow and orphans of the deceaſed paſtor, 


I acknowledge that there would be leſs neceſſity for reſort- 


ing to ſuch an expedient: but the greateſt number of con- 
gregations are not able; they can only give a bare ſubſiſtence 

to the preſent incumbents. There may be ſome congregations 
able, but in theſe there may be individuals who are unwill- 
ing to give ſupport to the families of their deceaſed mini- 


| ſters. In ſuch caſes, ſuppoſing aſſiſtance to be given, yet 


the conduct of ſuch individuals muſt greatly increaſe the 
diſtreſs of the diſconſolate widows. BletTed be God, there 
are a few happy exceptions; there are ſame congregations 
which give liberal ſupport to the widows and children of ; 


thei dear departed paſtors : but theſe are, eee 
very ſmall in number. 


If the Lord ſhall be pleaſed to give countenance to this 
inſtitution, the widow and her fatherleſs offspring ſhall have 


an annual, though ſmall income, which they can call their 


oon; an aſſectionate, but poor people, ſhall ſee thoſe who 
are very dear to them happily relieved; and the hard-hearted 
individual ſhall not be provoked to add to the affliction of 5 


e mind. 
y dear bearers, we, of the ſacred onde, acknowledge 


that we are poor, and therefore need your aſſiſtance in 
making proviſion for our families after our death; but by 
cheerfully ſubmitting to poverty, we magnify our office, 
and lay you under ſtrong obligations to us and to ours; we 
with pleaſure turn our backs upon the wealth -of the world, 
that we may be inſtrumental] in putting you 1n poſſeſſion of un- 
| ſearchable riches: If we have fown unto you ſpiritual things, : 


nis it a great thing if we ſhall reap your carnal things?“ 
Ass for you, my much-reſpeRed brethren of the laity, 
0 Who moſt willingly gave your able and much-needed aſſiſt- 


ance in forming the plan adopted by this fociety, and who 8 
have given your pecuniary ſupport in a moſt liberal manner, | 


may the Lord richly reward you! Ye have done what ye 


could, that we may perform the important duties of our 
office without diſtraction ; ye have done what ye could to 
give eaſe to our minds in our laſt moments; ye have done 


what ye could to cauſe the hearts of our widows and our 


8 orphans lo fig for joy. May the Lord ee bleſs the 


en | 
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labours of your miniſters to you and your families; : may he 
ſtand by you in the awful moments, when earthly friends 
can afford no aſſiſtance, but muſt take the laſt farewell ! 

The time may ſoon come, when your children, as well 


 ___ as ours, muſt take up the lamentation of the weeping pro- 
phet; We are orphans and fatherleſs, our mothers are as 


„ widows.” May the eternal God be then their refuge, 2 


and underneath his everlaſting arms! 


My reverend fathers and rethren in the holy miniſtry, 
permit me, in the concluſion of this diſcourſe, to addreſs a 
few wards to you, and to my own foul. 

Let us be content with ſuch things as we at preſent poſ- 
ſeſs; ; let us guard againſt that anxiety which would unfit our 
minds for private and public duties; let us expreſs our grati- 
tude, in a proper manner, to thoſe good men, and to their 


families, who have come forward ſo cheerfully on the pre- 


ſent occafion:: theſe men have no greater pleaſure than to 
| fee us diligent and ſucceſsful in the work of the Lord. 
Allow me to put you and myſelf in remembrance, that we 
muſt take care not to retaliate upon thoſe who ſhall refuſe to 
hp" countenance to this inſtitution, or who may give, in a 
paring manner, to our ſupport: none of them ought to 
have it in their power to ſay, that we have rendered evil for 
evil, or that we have ſown ſparingly to them. Let us be 
diligent 3 in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; and let every ſermon 


be richly ſtored with divine truths; Jet us be thankful to 


the Great Head of the church for having put us into the 
' miniſtry, Gabriel would willingly come down and perform 
the duties of our office, but a Gabriel cannot be employed ; 
the treaſure muſt be in earthen veſſels, that the excellency 
of the power may be ſeen to be of God, Let us daily re- 
member the wormwood and the gall ; let us ſeriouſly confi- 
der the torments which muſt be endured by thoſe who ſhall _ 
be finally loſt ; let us remember the bleſſedneſs prepared for 


. thoſe who ſhall believe in Jeſus; let us keep conſtantly in _ ; 


mind the price of ſalvation, and the great reward provided 
for theſe who turn many to righteouſneſs. 
May the Lord's bleſſing accompany his own word, and 


1 5 to his great name be eternal praiſe | 


Maintenance 


Maintenance of 1 


3 . — — 0 


= 7 SERMON, 


| PREACHED FOR THE BENE 1. 


or 


IN THE. 


PARISH CHURCH or gr. 8AVIOUR's 
Ts SOUTHWARK, | 


on Tozspar, Mar 20th, 1909 - 


e uy THE 


Ray. GEORGE CAM PBELL BRODBELT, 


weren or ASTON SANDFORD, AND PERPETUAL CURATE or : 


COUDWATER, | BUCKS. 


| The Prot ant Union Societ V 


— — > — 


| 
——— r ; 1 3 5 * 
— . ̃ . p . m . .. , 2s i EL 


— 


a — 
2— 


N a5 © 


. RD w 


* 


it was . 


Api 20, 1800, 


AT A. i LAG, of the er - 


bees held this Day. ay the See Church, London wal, 


RE0LYED, * 60 That the Thanks of the Society be given to 
e the Rev. GOD Camydgis BRODBELT, far his very 

<< excellent Sermon preached before the Society this 
Pay, and that he be requeſted to permit the ſame to 
« 8 mn. the Society.“. 21. 


= | „ N Ar 4 O 
„„ By Order of the Society, 


. 0 31 11:05 YAL/. fi. 4 Ae. * 


* 


— K 


W. F. PraTT, Secretary. 


IF 1 & 


Maintenance. of Miniſters, g 
1 


A SERMON... 


111 ** 1 
| 1 


, of Ah IS ©F {1 i i. 118 , | (45 70 
Cy? * | 14 * 5 
ekartäss, vi. 2701. 


386 * 8 


1 +> Vi)! + # 4 $ I 
< > 


Tt I tat Is taught in the word.” "communicate. 
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around them. Some, in the energetic feryour of firſt impreſ- 


ſions, have immediately thought of commencing miniſters 
_ themſelves ;- but it never was intended that all men ſhould 


be preachers; for if all were ſuch, where would be the 


hearers? The Lord chooſes whom he pleaſes for the office 
of diſſeminating his word. Heb. v. 4. Happy are thoſe per- 
ſons whom he employs as his heralds! They hold, it muſt 


be confeſſed, an illuſtrious office; and although other men 


| are not called upon to preach, , yet may they moſt effactually 
ſubſerve the beſt of cauſes by t 


Apoſtle, Let,” &c. In the words we may perceive, 


I. The Apoſtle! direction Let him that is i the 


% Word, communicate unto him that teacheth. 


IL. The extent of his 7 ectien—06 In all good thin 57 044 
We begin with, * 128 


I. The Apeſtles en cc Tink him that i 18 taught, 4 5 5 | 
When the Apoſtle ga ve his direction, he had in EA our 


Lord's aſcenſion, who Se gave {ome apoſtles; and ſome 


© prophets; and ſome evangeliſts; and ſome paſtors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the ſaints, for the work 


< of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt.” 
ph. 1 iv. 11, 12. He promiſed to be with theſe, © yea, 
2 % even 


5 Wu HEN once the inter n of religion are deeply ye yecog- ; 
niſed and powerfully felt upon the conſcience, men are 
uſually anxious to propagate its tenets to thoſe who. are 


ir rx Fas In for, faith the 


— —— 


A 


—— 
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« even unto the end of the world. Mat. xxviti. 20. There 
were, therefore, always to be © Teachers of the word, 
the word emphatically. © To the law and to the teſtimony ; 
if they ſpeak not according to his word, it is becauſe 
ce there is no light in them.” Iſa. viii. 20. „ Preach the 
«© word,” ſaith our Apoſtle, 2 Tim. iv. 2. particularly 
* Chriſt, © whom we preach, warning every man, and teach- 
< ing every man in all wiſdom, that we may preſent every 


do. 


. man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus.“ Col. i. 28. To be enabled | 


to appeal to the conſciences of men, that every mean hath 
been uſed for their edificatian, is an r mercy. 
Thus St. Paul could ſay, 47 J have kept back nothing that 
was profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you, and have 
e "taught you publicly, and from houſe to houſe, teſtifying 
6“ both to the Jews, and alſo to the Greeks, repentance 
cc toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
Acts, xx. 20, 21, When the word is taught, then the fol- 
lowing doctrines are preached. ' | 
1. Adam's tranſgreſſon. We muſt ever lament and 
Of man's firſt diſobedience, and the fruit 
Gf that forbidden tree, whoſe mortal taſte . 
Brought death into the world, and all our wor.” 


Illiterate men are very ignorant of this fundamental 
dactrine. Conſtant, nay. almoſt daily experience teſtifies, 
that numbers ſcarcely bave even heard of the fin of their 
nature, and af its direful conſequences; and yet ( original 
66 fin ſtandeth not in the following of Adam, as the Pela- 
6 gians do vainly talk, bub it is the fault and corruption of 
e the nature of every man that naturally is engendered of 
= the offspring of Adam: and it (faith the article of the 
church of England) “ deferveth” (moſt awful denuncia- 
tion ) „ God's wrath and damnation.“ Faſtidious ſcien- 
tific ſophiſts too, and not illiterate men alone, pretend in- 
_ conſiſtency in the permiſſion of @ ſin that involved ſuch tre- 
mendous effects. To preach, therefore, the word, this 
foundation will ever be laid by wife, maſter-builders, fince 
ve were © ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did our mothers 
_ &: conceive us. Pf. h. 5. In Adam all die; 1 Cor. xv. 
22. and “ by the diſobedience of one, many were made, 
not only liable-to err, but © ſinners.” Rom. v. 19: PE 
” —— | . | hs 4 


4 


e 
f 2. The perſon and work of our Redeemer. $1.8 


4 Teſus is worthy to receive 
% Honour and power divine.” 


« He is the brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs _ 


« image of his perſon, and upholding all things by the 
* word of his power, when he had, by himſelf, purged 


our fins, fat down on the right hand of the Majeſty on 


cc high.” Heb. i. 3. Have we broken the divine law? 
He hath fulfilled.it.- Have we deſerved to die? He died 
for us, the juſt for the unjuſt that he might bring us to 
„ God.“ 1 Pet. iii. 18. H | | 
righteouſneſs, the righteouſneſs of God, which is “ unto 


is obedience unto death is our 


ce all, and upon all them that believe.” Rom. iii. 22. 


Emphatically thus to preach, is to preach © the Word; 
for © other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, 
c which is Jeſus Chriſt.““ 1 Cor, iii. 11. 5 4 


3. The-work of the Holy Spirit. His agency is neceſſary 
to quicken us, who, till he appear, lie dead in treſpaſſes 


„and fins,” © tied and bound with the chain”? of our tranſ- 


greſſions. Adam was our primitive repreſentative / head, 


13, 14. © Our comforter,” John, xv. 26. ** convincing us of 
©. fin, righteouſneſs, and judgment, ibid. xvi. 8. and“ bear- 
ing witneſs with our ſpirits“ here that we belong to God. 
Rom. viii. 16. He will in the laſt day (ſuppoſing we be the 
real members of Chriſt) * quicken our mortal bodies“ by 


4 created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs after the image 
6 of God.” In him dwelt, as in a temple, the divine 


Spirit; hence his ſpiritual nature. God gave him a com- 
mand not to eat of the fruit of the forbidden tree. He diſ- 


| obeyed his Maker's dictate. He ate, he fell, he Jo? the 
VLpirit, he became a natural man. We derive our origin and 


nature from him. We are born, « earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, 


„ not having the -— wg Jude, 19. Hence the neceſſity 
Vere we once ſpiritual in Adam? now we 


of a new birth. | 
are © far gone from original righteouſneſs ;”” and if we ex- 
pect to obtain the heavenly kingdom, we“ muſt be born 


C again, born of water and of the Spirit.” John, iii. 3. 5. 
As long as we live in this world, we continually need his 
agency, being incapable of thinking a good thought of our- 


ſelves. He is © the ſeal of our future inheritance.” Eph. i. 


his omnipotent agency, and be the bleſſed medium of 2 
af. 5 I e Telur- 


- 


. he Dn nnd i an Ss <A 
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reſurrection to eternal life. Id. viii. 11. Thus"; are we 
1 | e ade]. 6 


ce 
ce 
cc 
c 


Thy bleſſed unction from above, 


| * The neceſſity of bulineſs. Any. ſyſtem of te or mo⸗ : 
aw „which does not ſuppoſe holineſs, muſt be defeRtive. 
| The religion of our Saviour eminently ſecures this ;· (e If ye _ 
keep my commandments, ſaith he, «© ye ſhall abide in 
my love; even as I have kept my Father's command- | 
ments, and abide in his love.“ John, xv{10. © With- 
out holineſs, no man, let his DOA be what they ö 
1 ce {hall ſee the Lord.“ Heb. xii. 14. | 
A preſent we mention no other doctrines than tie above. 
He, who is thus taught, ſhould “ communicate” of his 
temporal ſubſtance to his inſtructor, to enable him to live 
and to provide for his family. When our Lord fent forth 
bis diſciples; to preach, ſaith he, © Provide neither gold, 
nor filver, nor braſs in your purſes, nor ſerip for your 
c journey, neither two coats, neither ſhoes, nor yet ſtaves, 
& for the workman is worthy of his meat. Mat. x. 9. 10. 
The Apoſtle of the Gentiles argues this important point with _ 
inimitable force of argument, and convincing energy of ex- 
preſſion. 
a planter of a vineyard, and the proprietor of -a flock : 
Who goeth a warfare any time-at his own charges? who | 
cc planteth a vinevard, and eateth not of the fruit tbereof? 

c ar who feedeth a flock, and cateth not of the milk of the 
* flock?” In regard to the above caſes ; neither would it be 
common juſtice that the warrior ſhould ſpend his own pri- 

vate fortune in fighting for the public, nor! would it be 
equity to deprive a man from eating of the fruit of his own 
vineyard, or quenching his thirſt from bis own flock. The 
law of God covertly (reaſons the ſame inſpired: penman) in- 
culcated the ſame truth. It commanded that the ox, which 
trode out the corn, ſhould not be muzzled; meaning, that 

pious. miniſter, who from the invdiuing” letter brin 


the bh 
forth and pes: the ſpirit of the divine law, fhould de 


* Come, Holy Ghoſt, our ſouls ahi, 

„ And lighten with ccittal fre :; 9, 
6 Thou the anointing irit art, 1 
Who doſt thy ſeyv rcd gifts impart; A 


WI comfort, life, and fire of love.“ 1 N 5 


He compares the laborious miniſter to a warrior, 


property 


6 230 
properly maintained, (that he that ploweth, ſhould plow 


«<< in hope, and that he that threſheth in hope, ' ſhould 
©. be partaker of his hope.“ The law, too, openly aſſerted 
the cuſtom of the maintenance of miniſters under its diſpen- 


ſation, and the Apoſtle argues that it is the ordination of G 
that the ſame care ſhould b 


far more illuſtrious promulgation of the Goſpel. Do ye 


e not know that they which miniſter about holy things, live 
c of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the 
* altar, are partakers with the altar? Eyen fo hath the Lord 


4 ordained, that they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live 


« of the Goſpel. I Cor. ix. 7. 14. Indeed the man who 
rules well, ſhould be counted worthy of double honour, 
eſpecially he who labours in the word and doctrine; for the 
Seripture ſaith, © Thou ſhalt not muzzle the ox that treadetn 


© out the corn; and the labourer is worthy of his reward.“ 


1 Tim. v. 17, 18. We would alk, Doth St. James declare 


that the hire of the labourers Who have reaped down our 


c fields, if kept back by fraud, crieth; and that the cries 


« of them, which have reaped, are entered into the ears of 


c the Lord of Sabaoth ?” James, v. 4. And will not God 


equally avence the cauſe of his ſpiritual ** labourers,” who 
are pinched. with want, and deeply immerſed in poverty 
by penurious and avaricious profeſſors? Is it, or is it not 


te doctrineſof the Seriptures, that “the labourer is worthy 


F of his reward?” If it be, how can it be accounted for 


that ſo few individuals ſeem aware of their duty in this re- 


ſpect? Our text ſpeaks clearly of uncommon and —_— 
liberality to miniſters, as if hearers thought nothing too 
much to be, done for their paſtors themſelves or their fami- 
| vo which. brings us to the 

II. Extent of the direction. & In ALL good things.” 

What a. generous expreſſion ! ! © all good things!“ Surely 
this ſuppoſes almoſt unbounded benevolence, , cheerfully and 
| liberally beſtowed, as the: © reward” of „ labour; not 


cConſidered as mere generolity, but reſulting from a ſtrict 


relationſhip between miniſter. and people, founded upon the 


unalterable word of God. Thanks be to the Lord! there 
are yet ſome characters amongſt us, who feel the eonſtrain- 


ing energy of divine love; and who, from love to their 
Saviour, ſtill prove its efficacy and genuineneſs by admini- 
* to the minen of His 1 HP 

now 


e taken of them now; under the 


a » 
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« Word.” We are not pleading 


3 
know they ſhall never loſe their reward. The Lord, arguing 


for the proviſion of his temple aud miniſters in former times, 
thus adduces his promiſe + © Bring ye all the tithes into the 


ce ftorehouſe, that there may be meat in m my houſe, and 
ec prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lord Hoſts, if I 
will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 


& cout a pleſſing, that there ſhall not be room enough to re- 
& ceive it.” Mal. i ii. 10. This paſſage applies to the times 


of the Goſpel. Let hearers believe the word of the Lord! 


Let them affectionately maintain their miniſters, from a 


principle of love to Chriſt, which is the equivalent for what 
was done formerly, and then let them keenly obſerve the 


kind providence of God. It is his Word that hath faid, 
Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt- 
e fruits of all thine increaſe; ſo ſhall thy barns be filled 
_« with plenty, and thy prefles ſhall burſt. out with new 


« wine.“ Prov. ili. 9, 10. 


USES. 


25 © Bury Chr ia ſhould be = to be « nes ö in the : 

r zdlers in the vineyard. - 
We freely acknowledge there are men whom to ſupport would 
be a diſgrace, —whoſe conduct invariably brings an odium 


upon the good ways of the Lord: and if ſuch characters 


were diſcarded "rk the church of Chriſt, the holy body of 


the Saviour would be better fed with the bread of life, nor 
would his ſheep be worried by the wolfiſh train of barbarous 

| ſhepherds. Such Iſaiah deſeribes, when he faith, «+ His 
c watchmen are blind, they are all ignorant, they are all 
« dumb dogs, they cannot bark; fleepir y ng down, 


loving to flumber. Yea, they are ogs, which 
cc can never have enough, and they are- hephe Dee x that-can- 
e not underſtand; they all look to their own way, every 
ce one for his gain, from his quarter. Come ye, lay they, 


J will fetch wine, and we will fill ourſelves with ſtrong 
« drink, and to-morrow ſhall be as this day, and much 


© more obama.” Iſaiah, Iv. 10. 12. ſerve the con- 
duct of your miniſters. Our Lord himſelf has given us 


tis direction, “ Beware of falſe prophets, whieh come to 
you in ſheep! s clothing, - but inwardly they are ravening 


« Wolves; ye ſhall know them by therr fruits. Mat. vil. 
15, 16. If your miniſter be upright, and-preathes to = 
. DOE : | | Es ” + | c& the 
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ee the Word,” you will perceive an harmony in all his 


proceedings. 


* évenerate the man, whoſe heart is warm, ue 
© Whole hands are pure, whoſe doctrine and whoſe lite 
+ Coincident, exhibit lucid proof - 185 
That he is honeſt in the ſacred cauſe. 

To ſuch I render more than mi re reſpect, 
„ Whoſe actions ſay that they reſpect themſelves.” 


2. Thoſe hearers, who liberally maintain their miniſters, will 


enable them to provide for their families. A communication 


in all good things” will eaſily anſwer this purpoſe. 8 


Society for which the ſpeaker is pleading is denominated 


TRR PROTESTANT UNION, © the object of which is to make 
6 ſome proviſion for the relief and ſupport of the widows 
« and orphans of Proteſtant miniſters, in Great Britain, 


© of every deſcription.” It ſhould be well underſtood that 
the miniſter himſelf will be reſponſible for the payment 
of the money to be annually laid down for the diſcharge of 
his ſubſcription to the particular claſs to which he may be 
led to aflign his name; but then it is alſo charitably ſup- 
poſed, that each miniſter's congregation, by a ſubſcription 


cc 
_ © paſtor's feelings, will endeavour to eaſe him of the pe- 
C cuniary burden; and that ſuch an act of beneficence 
c conferred by the congregation on the one hand, and ac- 
< cepted by the miniſter on the other, will undoubtedly 
e ſtrengthen and confirm the ſacred bands by which they 
_ © are mutually united.“ | „%% ne 


5 Many are the motives which ſhould induce us to aſi pious 


miniſters on this occaſion. We hope they will not be 
8 offended, when we ſay, that, in general, they “ are very in- 
« different men of buſineſs. Wiſe unto ſalvation, and to win 


“ ſouls to the Redeemer, many of them are children in 


d underſtanding as to the things of this world.”” Surely 
then, whilſt they are praying for us, preaching to us, in- 
ſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon,” for our ſprritual bene- 


"uh; we ought to think and act for them in temporal things. 


Never was the divine apophthegm, that „the children 9 HE 


** this world are in their generation wiſer than the chil- 
e 1 e ay cc (ren 


| 
| 
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among themſelves, by a collection, or any other mode 
that may beſt ſuit their circumſtances, and leaſt hurt their 
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readily granted, that there are other men, who from choice, 
divinely called, have entered upon the miniſterial office: 
men of t 

have ſhone, and could yet ſhine, in any ſtation of life. 
Such by their abilities might have raiſed themſelves, by the 


affluence, beſtowing with abundant liberality the alms they 


- laſting Goſpel of peace. Shall ſuch men want? Forbid it, 
' Heaven ! forbid it, kind benevolence oh! Sirs, let not men 
of ſuch a deſcription, with infants craving bread, and part- 

corroding cares of this life, whilſt their only fault (alas! it is 


man, your ſpiritual father, or only ſpiritual aſſiſtant, dying; 
ſhould you wiſh to have the miſerable reflection, that in the 


Lord with final ſerenity. and peaceable compoſure ? Guilt, 
horrid guilt! ſurely, in ſuch a caſe, ſtares the unthinking 
have never feli the glow of animated religious impreſſions, 
9 ſible to their duty.“ To anſwer this objection we would 
__ accommodate the w ords of a celebrated poet— 
a miniſter hands, organs, dimenſions, ſenſes, affections, 


7 paſſions? fed with the ſame food, hurt with the ſame 


"166 < funnner, as another man is? If you prick us, do we not 


(4) 


5 dren of light,” more evidently and feud fulfilled 
than in» the conduct of ſome fincere and fimple-hearted 
miniſters of the Goſpel! _ | 5 BY 
But to reverſe this picture. We believe that it will be 


he moſt brilliant and refined talents, who would 
bleſſing of the Lord, to the moſt eminent ſituations, and 


inſtead of ſoliciting benevolence, would now, be rolling in 


now humbly crave from their reſpective friends and congre- 
gations, to enable them to diſpenſe the riches of the ever- 


ners perhaps weakly in health, have their hearts rent with 


no fault) hath been that of too keenly attending to the in- 
tereſts of your immortal and precious ſouls! Suppoſe a 


laſt gaſp of life fuch a man's mind was diſtracted with 
worldly cares about his family, when you might eafily by 
your influence and liberality have ſoothed his dying pillow, 
and been the mean of your beſt friend's departing to his 


hearer in the face! 
It has been objected by frigid profeſſors, whaſe hearts 


ce that iths good for miniſters to be poor; a ſituation of po- 
i verty rendering them humble, ſubmiſſive, and more ſen- 


uam a miniſter: Hath not a miniſter eyes? bath not 


«© weapons, ſubje& to the fame diſeaſes, healed by the 
fame means, warmed and cooled by the ſame winter and 


60 nd. ? 


% 
* bleed? If you tickle us, do we not laugh? If you poiſon 
6s us, do we not die $i | | as , = 
In thort, have not miniſters the ſame duties and ſenſations 


as other men? Do not the Scriptures expreſsly 1 any 
provide not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe of his own. 


* houſe, he hath denied the faith, and is worſe than an 


« infidel.” 1 Tim. v. 8. Now we aſk, are miniſters the 
only men who are to plead a diſpenſation to be unnatural ?_ 
Other men may provide for their families, but minifters 


ſhould leave that duty entirely to Providence. Credat Fu- 
V 8 1 4 


Many a valuable man, we are perſuaded, is depreſſed for 
want. Were congregations more liberal, they would ſoon 
perceive the ebullitions of riſing genius beautifully unfolding 


thermnſelves; but for want of their genial ſupport, piety, 
depreſſed by the chilling blaſt of penury, if it ſtrive to riſe, 


yet ſoon languiſhes, and nearly expires. Miniſters ſhould 


not © entangle themſelves with the affairs of this world,” 


but ſhould ſtrive to make © their profiting appear to all?” . 
But how can theſe things be done without candid temporal 


ſupport? We find artiſts creating funds for their widows 
and orphans; a pleaſing and a profitable example! Nay, 
even ſtage-players, thoſe peſts of ſociety, whoſe love to God 


is ſo equivocal, who injure the ſtandard of our morals, and 
who are daily poiſoning the minds of the rifing generation 


(See Wilberforces Practical View, pages 306, 307), have 
funds appropriated for the conſolation of therr declining 


years! When ſhall we learn policy from Satan ? 
© % Fas eft et ab boſte doceri. - 


In general, every pious miniſter, where he has an oppor- 


tunity of ſo doing, preaches three times a week to his con- 
gregation. In other words, he diſpenſes the Word of God 
one hundred and fifty-fix times in the courſe of the twelve- - 
month, beſides occaſional ſermons for his brethren, Now 


let a calculation be fairly made, what the ſubſcriptions in 


2 of people amount to for each ſermon thus diſpenſed. 
Perſons even of affluence and fortune ſometimes only annu- 
ally ſubſcribe a ſingle guinea! Let then this guinea be ſub- 
divided into one hundred and fifty- ſix parts, and ſee whether 

_ the meaneſt © labourer” in the kingdom be not better Pres 
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for! We believe that hearers in general think but little on 
the preſent ſubject, but may the Lord now flaſh conviction 
upon their conſciences! It has been ſaid, that morality is 
little underſtood by evangelical profeſſors, not ſo much from 
want of a defire to are er their duty, when known, as 
from ignorance of it. The preſent we acknowledge to be a 
delicate ſubject for a ſpeaker to touch upon; but as it is of 
the eſſence of the diſcourſe to mention theſe things, it is 
hoped now, that hearers, underſtanding their relative fitu- 
ations to their paſtors, will heartily contribute of their ſub- 
{tance upon the preſent occafion. e 
Probably it may be demanded what proportion of ſalary 
is requiſite for the maintenance of a miniſter, to enable him 
thus to live and to provide for his family? We readily anſwer, 
that we ſuppoſe no candid man will think, in theſe dear 
and ſcarce times, 100. per annum too much even for a ſingle 
man, who is to appear as a gentleman, and to ſupport with 
comfort the character of a miniſter of Chriſt, > SEND 
Me grant, that if congregations cannot afford ſo large a 
ſalary, and if there be no fund, nor tithes appropriated to 
ſuch an amount, pious men, loving ſouls beyond all pecu- 
niary emolument, will feel it their higheſt privilege to 
deny themſelves in a thouſand inſtances, rather than put to 
the leaſt inconvenience their reſpective flocks*. But we 
ſhould here recolle&, that in this ſermon we are not preach- 


In a circle of genteel company, in the metropolis, not many 
months ago, the ſubject of diſcourſe happening to turn upon the 
ſcanty maintenance of a particular miniſter in the eſtabliſhment, 
in a certain market-town in the country, it was facetiouſly ob- 
ſerved by a very pious and godly clergyman preſem, that“ mini- 

ſters ſhould be conter.ted to live even upon bread and butter- 

„ milk.” —Here for a moment the ſpeaker made a pauſe in his dif- 
courſe, whilſt the author of this note ſat wondering at the idea, and 
pondering how homely the fare was. The gentleman then re- 
ſumed, that though it was his ſincere opinion that miniſters 
_** ſhould be contented to live ſcantily, yet in ſuch a caſe he ſup- 


* poſed the people likewiſe lived in the fame manner; otherwiſe,” 


ſald he, „ ſhould-it be known that the people every day feaſted 


+ upon the bounties of Providence, I ſhould think it, being their 


5+ miniſter, very hard not to ſhare in their delicious teaſts.” The 
above anecdote elucidates all that the Preacher would inculcate, 
viz. that the circumſtances of the perfile ſhould ever diftate the main- 
tlenance of their miniſter. > IS 

os Toner a ns "© ing 


e i 
ing of what are the incumbent duties of miniſters to their 
hearers, whether poor or rich, but of the people's privilege 


in ſubſcribing their quota for the ſupport of the miniſtry. 
Single or married perſons, who have no families of their 
own to provide for, ſhould conſider the awfully. inſpired 
words of St. James, of “ riches corrupted and of garments 


© moth-eaten.” His words are, “ Your gold and filver is 


_ © cankered; and the ruſt of them ſhall be a witneſs againſt 
“you, and ſhall eat your fleſh as it were fire.“ James, v. 
3, 4+ Let ſuch remember, “ there is a fore evil, which 
Solomon had ſeen under the ſun, namely, riches kept 
7 for the owners thereof to their hurt.“ Ecclef. v. 13. 
In truth, riches are talents not to be hoarded, but laid out for 
the benefit of others; and thoſe who are conſtantly accu- 


mulating riches, and not living up to their fortunes, if they 
have a real ſufficiency, are denominated by the word of God 
„ churls*,” and ſcarcely deſerve the name of Chriſtians. 

The ſpeaker hopes that it will not be thought egotiſm for 


him to mention this morning, that he is not pleading for 


| himſelf, therefore he the more readily comes forward to 


ſolicit for others the contributions of the public. A com- 


bination of circumſtances, too delicate to be mentioned, 


forbid him to ſtate why he belongs not to this ſociety. When 
originally ſolicited to adminiſter his ſervices upon this o a- 
fion, he ſtarted the impropriety of pleading for a cauſe which 
he did not by his own conduct enforce ; but the argument 
was turned againſt him, that * ſurely he could with the 


© more grace recommend a cauſe in which he was not in- 
« tereſted himſelf.” The propriety of his conduct he ſub- 
mits to a candid public; but this he may add, that this 


Society, he apprehends, could ſcarcely have prevailed upon 


an individual who would more feelingly have pleaded for 


them on this occaſion, as the perſon who now ſtands before 


this congregation has a beloved partner and ſeven children! 


3. Let miniflers, who preach “e the” faithful“ Mord, be 
encouraged. Remember, dear Sirs, that ye * are partakers 
** of the glory that ſhall be revealed. Feed then the flock 


* Churl, 4 A naughty perſon, who hoards up his wealth as in a 
e priſon, and is utterly averſe to live up to his ſtation, or to beſtow 


* alms according to his ability.” Iſaiah, xxxii, 5,—-See Brown”; 
Dictionary of the Bible. | 8 


2: of 
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. of God bed is among you, taking the overſight theres? 
* not by conſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but 
4 of a ready mind; neither as being lords over God's 
# heritage, but being enſamples to the flock: and when the 
&* chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ve ſhall receive a crown of 
4 glory, that fadeth not away.“ 1 Peter, v. 1. 4. If by 
any  unforeſcen, apparent caſualty, but which always hap- 
pens by the determinate counſel and foreknowledge of God, 
you ſhould be called to die deranged in your. cireumſtances, 
remember there is one portion of Scripture intended pur- 
poſely for your conſolation. The poor prophet's widow, BY 
who was left unprovided for, cried to Eliſha, and you, 
better than the Preacher, can eafily recollect "the reſult. 
God miraculoufly interfered: a little was increaſed to much, 
the family was reheved, and their circumſtances rendered 
comfortable and eaſy. 2 Kings, iv. 1, 7. What the Lord 
_ hath done, in his Own way, time, and e he can do 
ain. 
N Once more we ſolicit the e e of the congregation. 
In theſe days of blaſphemy, irreligion, and falſe philoſophy, 
Pretenders to reformation are encouraged on every fide. By 
contributing this morning to alleviate the ſituation of the 
laborious miniſter, and to render his heart and his mind 
more eaſy, you will be inſtrumental in forwarding the chief 
deſign of God, the promulgation of his everlaſting Goſpel, 
and thus counteradt the ſubtle wiles of Satan and all his emiſ- | 
aries. A better charity cannot be deviſed. May the Lord 
incline your minds to be very liberal! Profuſely fo you can 
ſcarcely be on this oecafion. The ſmalleſt donation will 
not lofe its recompence. He that receiveth a prophet, in 
the name of a prophet, ſhall receive a prophet's reward ; 
and he that receiveth a righteous man, in the name of 6 
© righteous man, ſhall receive a righteous man's reward. 
„ And whoſoever ſhall give to drink unto one of theſe little 
© ones, a cup of cold water only, in the name of a diſciple, 
. verily I fay unto you, he that in no wiſe loſe his TOE: 1 
Mat. K. 4¹ 42. . 105 


ANALYSIS | 


ANALYSIS OF THE SERMON. 
Sal. vi. 6. 7et him that is taught, Se. 

I. The Apoſile's direction. © Let him that is * * 
tc the word communicate unto him that teacheth.” When 
our Lord aſcended, he gave ſome © apoſtles.“ Eph. iv. 11. 
12. He pro: miſed to be with theſe, “yea, even unto the 
« end of the world.” —There were therefore to be always 
« teachers of the word”—* The word” emphatically. 
To the law,” lia. viii. 20. © Preach the word,” 2 Tim. 
W. 2. parlicuſarly Chriſt, whom we preach.“ Acts, * 
20, 21. — When © the word 18 * then the following 
W are preached— „ 

. Adan:'s tranſgreſſion. 2; Jeſus's perſon and work. 
1 he work alſo of the Holy Spirit. 4. The necellity of. 
ho! ineſs, —This is to © teach the word. 1 5 | 

He who is thus taught ſhould communicate of his temporal 
ſubliance to his inſtructor. This argued at large from Mat. 
x. 9, 10. 1 Cor. ix. J. 14. and 1 1 Tim. v. 17, 18. 
II. Ihe extent of FA direction. In ALL good things.” po 
Cheerfully and liberally ; for if a miniſter labours hard 
he is worthy, and thoſe who contribute will x never loſe their 
reward. - Mal. mi. 10. and Prov. ni. 9, 10. 


A 

"= © 8 Chriſtian ſhould be 6 to Be W in the 
* word,” We are not pleading for idlers, ſuch as thoſe 
deſeribed, Iſa. lvi. 10. 12. but ſcriptural preachers. 

2. Thoſe hearers, who liberally maintain their miniſters, * well 
enable them to provide for their familien.“ A communica- 
_ * tion in all good things“ will. eaſily anſwer this purpoſe. 
It is granted, ſome miniſters are not very careful in worldly 
matters; yet others would ſhine in any fituation. A variety 
of objections removed, ſuch as, “It is good for miniſters 
ce to be poor,” &c. &c.—Artiſts and pos are entouraged * 
but not miniſters in proportion. 
3. Let miniſters who teach „ the word” be encouraged. 
1 Pet. v. 1. 4. and 2 Kings, iv. 1. 3 

4. Me again ſolicit your contributions. If you wiſh the 

world reformed, eneourage our ſuit. . 


EX ORHDIUM. 
ow men who wiſh for the extenſion of Chriſt's kingdom 
but wiſh to encourage any project that can ſet it forward. 
Miniſters chiefly extend this kingdom; but all cannot be 
miniſters, and yet all may do ſomething by their ſubſtance : 
for ſaith the Ae « Let him,” Ke. 
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